PREFACE
THIS book attempts to present the general reader with a
survey of the Soviet Union in relation to its geographical
background, and to give the student of geography some basic
material for his studies.
Unfortunately, lack of information and the difficulty of
consulting original works in the Russian language relating
to the economics and geography of the Soviet Unpn, have
resulted in ignorance which has precluded the serious geo-
graphical study of that country. Students ,and teachers alike
have found the greatest difficulty in obtaining facts upon
which to base their studies and their teaching. The purpose
of this book is to present those facts, and to sketch the outline
of the geography of the U.S.S.R. as it is to-day, attempting
at the same time to indicate how the Russia of to-day has
grown out of the old Russia before 1917.
Material has been gathered in the main from works pub-
lished in the U.S.S.R. The authors wish to acknowledge
their indebtedness to the Society for Cultural Relations with
the U.S.S.R. for assistance in obtaining information. The
society's library was particularly valuable in this respect.
They also wish to thank Mrs L. V. Gregory for her assistance
in translating, and Mrs Beatrice King, who kindly read the
manuscript and made valuable critical suggestions.
The text was written by one of us (J. S. G.), in consultation
with the other (D. W. S.), who wrote the chapter on climate
and prepared the material for the maps and diagrams.
J. S. G.
D. W. S.